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“The organisation of the Fringe was 
excellent.  From the promotion which 
allowed people to check [us] out in 
advance, to the organisation on the day. 
London Boroughs and promoters could 
learn valuable lessons from their 
organisational skills.” 
Fringe performer 
 

 
“To call it a feast of famous performers, 
street theatre, art, festivals, fayres, 
sporting and educational events is really 
only just scratching the surface; such is 
the breadth and scope on offer for all ages 
and interests.” 
 
North Devon Gazette 
 

 
“Just a quick note to say how much I 
enjoyed the four blues gigs at the Olive 
Branch this year. The pub is an ideal 
venue and it was nice to see it packed.”   
 
Visitor on Barnstaple Fringe gigs. 
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“Thanks to the North Devon Festival 
team, who provided invaluable help and 
support to us.” 
 
Organiser, St. John’s Fair, Witheridge 
 

“I’m tired and sweaty with a pile of 
tickets on the table in front of me but 
feeling happy – can’t believe I’ve seen 
such a range of work over the last day and 
a half - I have laughed and sung and shed 
some tears and have plenty to think about 
- and all this in Barnstaple!” 
 
Visitor to Fringe TheatreFest 
 

 
“What a nice, community event. This is 
what the Square (in Barnstaple) was 
built for and I’d like to see more!” 
 
Visitor to A Twist in the Trail 
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“I really enjoyed Sunday; it was great to 
see the place so alive.  If you’d like to do it 
next year we’d be more than happy to act 
as a venue.” 
 
Wistlandpound Site Manager on 
Bugfest 
 

 
“Workshop was brilliant; I always visit 
the Festival as it is a wonderful event – 
thank you.” 
 
Visitor to Appledore Visual Arts 
Festival 
 

 
“A fantastic performance.  I never 
expected to enjoy it so much.” 
 
Visitor to Poor Jack, community 
theatre 
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“A very interesting day on the shoreline 
at Abbotsham.  If we can remember even 
a 10th of what you taught us, then we will 
have achieved something.  In particular I 
felt very ignorant to start with, and 
slightly less ignorant by the end!”   
 
Visitor to Life on the Rocks 
 

 
“The children have thoroughly enjoyed 
finding out about Barnstaple’s history and 
playing an active part in this event. The 
workshops in school have been excellent.” 
 
Teacher, Pilton School on A Twist in 
the Trail. 

 
“I wait for the programme every year 
with baited breath!” 
 
Festival visitor 
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“It is fantastic to have once again been 
part of the Festival and to be backed up by 
such a friendly and supportive team.  
Many thanks for all your hard work.  It 
never gets easier as every year is so 
different but it always gets EVEN better.” 
 
Organisers of Bideford College Summer 
Science& Fun Day at Tapeley Park. 
 

 
“The North Devon Festival was a great 
promotional tool for us and we were 
thrilled with the outcome.  We look 
forward to next year.  Thank you.” 
 
Organisers of Romeo & Juliet at 
Northcote Manor 
 

“This is a real compliment to the way 
the festival has dealt with [us].  
Encouraging us to use the venue for the 
festival and then 3 years later the 
manager on the spot begins to really 
understand that live acts can form part 
of business life.  So thank you.” 
 
Fringe venue host 
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 “Another great event, which we are very 
proud of.  So far, this event raised over 
£50,000 for local charities - and we are 
growing each year.  We are also very 
proud to be part of the North Devon 
Festival.” 
Organiser of the Devon Coast to Coast 
Challenge event. 
 

 
“A relaxing, friendly group and 
afternoon.  I would take part again.” 
 
“I loved it – excellent tutor and class.” 
 
Participants in the DCC workshops  
 

 
“Very enthusiastic and impressed – a 
marvellous idea – Please repeat it!  
Thank you” 
 
Visitor to Art Trek 
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2009  2008  2007 
 
 

 
Number of main events    192  183  205 
 
Number of venues     198  193  175 
      
Number of activities     799  805  831      
 
 
 

 
Economic impact     £9.1m  £11m   £9.8m  
    
NDF expenditure with local businesses  £188,389 £197,700 £215,000 
  
Income raised for charity    £45,4061 £254,267 £54,505 
     
Advertising and sponsorship revenue  £99,205 £106,624 £143,380 
     
Additional external investment   £38,056 £27,400 £42,185    
   
 

 
Total number of participants    112,0842 130,276 125,301 
    
 Participants from North Devon   76,054  83,509  85,094 
       (68%)  (64%)  (68%) 
      
Visitors to North Devon    36,030  46,767  40,207 
       (32%)  (36%)  (32%) 
     
 
 

 
% of activities that were free of charge  57%  52%  59%  
     
Volunteer hours     11,466  16,845  14,533 
     
Number of main event organisers   145  148  149     
 

                                                           
1 Race for Life this year was outside the Festival month 
2 This includes more accurate GoldCoast Oceanfest and Ilfracombe Victorian Celebration figures provided by the 
organisers and obviously excludes Race for Life 
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